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| CITY AND COU 


IT JHEREAS a Paper has been circulated 
| W through this County, ſigned © Epwaxp 
By N E,“ purporting to come from a Body of Men, 
ſtyling themſclves ! The Sub-Commirtee of the 
Catholics of Ireland.“ 423 
. WE, the Grand Jury of the City and County of 
Londonderry, aſſembled at an Aſſizes held at Lon- 
donderry on the goth Day of uly, 1792, feel it 
our indiſpenſable Duty to expreſs our molt decided 
Diſapprobation of ſuch a g- and to declare 
our Sentiments thereof by the following Reſoluti- 
ons: 
. Reſolved, That, in our Apprehenſion, the Con- 
ſtitution of this Kingdom is unacquainted with any 
ſuch Body of Men as The Sub-Committee of 
the Catholics of Ireland.” | 
Reſolved, That the Meetings and Delegations 
recommended by ſuch Sub- Committe, in the above- 
mentioned Paper, if adopted, would tend to pro- 
duce Diſcontent and Diſorder, more eſpecially as 
they preſume to ſay; That by a general Union of 
the Catholics of Ireland, the ObjeQs they are look- 


, e 4 


ing for Mos r be accompliſhed, as expreſſed in their 
Letter, We $HALL. receive it 3“ and further, 
that We have the firſt Authority for aſſerting, 
te this Application will have infinite Weight with 
& gur gracious Sovereign, and with Parliament, if 
4% our Friends art qualified to declare, That it is 
te the univerſal Wiſh of every Catholic in the Na- 
« tion.“ 


Reſolved, That the Syſtem of Union between 


the Clergy and Laity, recommended to the People 
of the Catholic Perſuaſion in the above-mentioned 
Paper, inſidiouſly conveys the Idea of an Hierarchy, 
which would eventually deſtroy the Proteſtant 
Aſcendancy, the Freedom of EleQive Franchiſe, 
and the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution of the Country, 
And that we are determined to ſupport, with our 
Lives and Fortunes, that happy Conſtitution as 
eſtabliſhed at the Revolution of 1638, and to main- 
tain the Proteſtant Aſcendancy in this Kingdom 
againſt every Attempt made to leſſen or interfere 
with it by any Body of Men, let their Union or 
Numbers be what they mzy, 
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To the GRAND JURY of the City and County of LONDONDERRY, 


GEenTLEMEN, 


HAVE juſt ſeen your manifeſto againſt three 
millions of your countrymen; a compoſition 
which does equal honour to your heads and your 
hearts, and proves you alike acquainted with the 
principles of liberty and of language: — Vou are 
legiſlators and you are critics, and in my judgment, 
Juſt as excellent in one capacity as the other. 

You ſet out with reſolving what I, for one, do 
not mean to controvert, that, ** in your apprehen- 
ſion, the conſtitution of this kingdom is unacquaint- 
ed with any ſuch body of men as the Sub-commit- 
tee of the Catholics of Ireland.“ It is very true; 
but have you, Gentlemen, never heard of bodies 
of men, unknown and unacknowledged by the con- 

ſtitution of this kingdom, to whom, notwithſtand- 
ing, this kingdom is indebted for her emancipation ? 
IJ have heard the Volunteers of Ireland ſpoken of, 
by infamous tools of an infamous government, in 
the very terms which you apply to the Sub-commit- 
tee of the Catholics, and with much more appear- 
ance of reaſon : yet many of yourſelves were Vo- 
Iunteers, and ſent your delegates, armed to the ca- 
Pital, to dictate meaſures to the exiſting Government 
of the country, and you did right;; you know that 
there is a degree of oppreſſion that, while it com- 
pels, juſtifies a tranſgreſſion of eſtabliſhed forms; 
that degree muſt juſtify the Catholics in forming 
their committees, You will not allow them any 
ſhare in the framing of the laws, by which their 
lives and properties are to be influenced; you would 
put them out of the pale of the conſtitution, and 
make them out-laws in their native land; it is their 
buſineſs to obtain their liberty if they can, and how 
are they attempting this ?—not by ſending armed 
men to dictate to the legiſlature, as you rightly, and 
like men eager for freedom, did; no, far other- 
wiſe, Tt is by the formation of a hody, equally 
unknown as the Volunteers of Ireland to the prin- 
Ciples of the conſtitution, but with whont they will 
feel it no diſhonour to be aſſociated in that hackney- 
ed cenſure; and for what purpoſe ? Dutifully, 
humbly, and conflitutionally to petition their Sove- 
_ reign and the Legiſlature, to be reſtored to the rank 
of men, and to the common protection which the 
law ſhould hold out to all peaceable citizens; to be 
reſcued from contempt and flavery, and the cruel 
neceſſity of being obliged to liften, and in filence, 
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Jury of the county of Derry. But though their 
committee be unacknowledged by the conllitution, 
in your apprehenſion, I hope they are as legal an 
aſſociation as the committee in England for pro- 
curing the abolition of the ſlave trade. Edward 
Byrne is as good a ſignature as Granville Sharpe, 
=  _ their motives, their line of conduct, Bo thing is 
the ſave, with this difference, that the friends of 
dhe Africans meet the applauſe of all mankind, the 
= friends of the more miſerable Iriſh ſlaves, have 
drawn down themſelves the heavy cenſure 
4M and anathema of the Grand Jury of the county of 


erry. N 
I hope, gentlemen, in your apprehenſion, that as 
men, you will admit it is allowed to the unhappy to 
complain; and as politicians, that it is the privile 
Ff the ſubjet when aggrieved, to petition. T 
| Catholics of Ireland, degraded ns they are, are | 


ſtill men, and what is more, they are ſubjects: 
three millions of them cannot afſemble and ſtate 
their grievances, they mult therefore act by ſubſti- 
tution, hence ariſes their committee—certainly no 
legal corporation, but as certainly no unlawful aſ- 
ſembly. They cannot ſue nor be ſue1, but they 
may, and what is more, they 2will, petition the Par- 
liament of Tteland, and they will not be bullied out 
of that determination by your pompous offers of 
your lives and fortunes"? on the one hand, no 
more than they will be duped out of it by your mean 
and pitiful profeſſion of love and high reſpectꝰ on 
the other, 

I have done with your firſt reſolution I come to 
2 lecond, when you take the ferula into your 

ands, and like good grammarians as you are, 


reach the unlettered Carholics, at once law and 


language, the ſpirit of our conſtitution, and the 
freedom of our particles, 

You ſay firlt, that“ the meetings recommended 
by the Sub-comwittee, will produce diſcontent ;” 
the contrary is the fact, for the diſcontent has pro- 
duced the meetings; as Metaphyſicians, therefore, 


you have confounded cauſe and ge: ſee now how 


you will come off in your grammar; you charge 


the committee with preſuming to ſay, that, “ by a 


general union of the Catholics of Ireland, the ob- 
jects they are looking for Mus T be accompliſhed,” 
as expreſſed in their letter“ we ſhall receive it.“ 
The learned Biſhop of London, in a book, which, 
perhaps, you gentlemen, have never ſeen, but 
which is, notwithſtanding, of ſome authority, has 
the following paſſage :=** ill, in the firſt perſon, 
ſingular and plural, promiſes or threatens z in the ſe- 
cond and third perſon, only foretells; all, on the 
contrary, in the firſt perſon, Amp) foretells ;“ now, 
gentlemen, it may be neceſſary to acquaint you, 
that wwe, is the firſt perſon plural; conſequently, 
the paſſage in the letter of the committee, whicli 
has ſo piqued your pride, or alarmed your fears, 
conveys not the meaning which you have extracted 
from it, but the reverſe; it is no menace, it is a 
ſimple prophecy. Your criticiſm reminds me of 
my countryman, who fell one day into the Thames, 
and after floundering for ſome time, as you have 
done, began to roar out luſtily © murder! murder! 
Iwill, I will be drowned, and no body SHALL 


help me!” he, however, was extricated by a wa- 


terman.—l know not, nor do | care, who may come 
to the relief of the Grand Jury of the county of 
Derry, | | 

In your next reſolution, you have ſhewed as much 
knowledge in etymology, as you have already of 
other ſciences: you talk of an union between 


Clergy and Laity,” infidiouſly conveying the idea of 


an Hierarchy, which is to overthrow the Proteſtant 
aſcendancy- AN HIERARCHY OF LALITY [— 


Good God, gentlemen ! among three and twenty 
of you, was there not one that had Greet enough 


to keep you out of this groſs blunder ? Ic is a figure 
of ſpeech that would do honourto Mrs. Malaprop her- 
ſelf, who ©* would never meddle with ſimam, flux- 
ions, paradoxes, nor ſuch inflammatory branches of 


learning.“ — Perhaps all this may be Greet to you, 


Gentlemen of the Jury! | . ; 
I pray you, let your Sons turn over their Lexi- 
cons before you next meet to draw up manifeſtoes 


againſt the liberty of man. When you talk of their 
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Reſolved. That we love and highly reſpe& our 
Catholic Brethren of this Kingdom, and recom- 
mend, that if they mean to look forward for further 
Favours, it may not be through the Medium of 
Committees, or ſuch Publications, but from a Con- 
tinuation of the ſame well-regulated Conduct, 


which has already excited the Attention of the Le- - 


gillature in their Behalf, | 
Hugh Hill, Foreman, 
Joh Miller, Marcus Gage, 
ugh Lyle, Dan. Patterſon, 
William Alexander, David Roſs, 
John Darcus, ames Patterſon, 
7 Spotſwood, William Lecky, 
obert Galt, . C. Beresford, 
Samuel Curry, ohn Ferguſon, 
ohn Stirling, George Alh, 
m. Roſs, G. L. Cunningham, 
Andrew Knox, Alex. Young, _. 
John Hart, Dom, M*Cauſland, 


for the SUMMER ASSIZES; 1792. 


— _ 


omen being a plea for keeping the Catholics in 


avery, I preſume you ſpeak from the ſuperabund- 
ance of your own literary endowments : If, how- 
ever, liberty is to be meaſured by learning, I know 
not whtreabouts in the ſcale we are to look out for 


the ſtation of the Grand Jury of the county of 


Derry. 1 
Having eſtabliſhed this curious Lay Hierarchy, 
which is, for your comfort, all one in the Greek, you 
expreſs your fears that it may deſtroy not only 
the Proteſtant aſcendancy, but alſo the ** freedom 
of the eleQive franchiſe,” THE FREEDOM or A 
FRANCHISE !—'Fore Heaven! as Caſſio ſays, 
this is a more excellent ſong than the other, and 


beats the Lay Hierarchy all to nothing! Why, gen- 


tlemen, you are the very Kings of the Dictionary! 
our language ſinks beneath you—I really do not 
know whether molt to admire, the juſtice and libe- 
rality of your ſentiments, or the variegated and 
beautiful dition in which you have clothed them. 
With regard to the trath of ves and fortunes-ihd 
our happy conflitution, I ſhall not condeſcend to notice 
it :—But I confeſs I am aſbamed of the contempti- 
ble meanneſs of your laſt paragraph, wherein you 
ſay, ** you love and highly reſpect your Catholic 
brethren,” Gentlemen, you know it is not true 
that you love them z it cannot be, you cannot de- 


ceive yourſelves, you cannot deceive the Catholics : 
Men who framed {uch reſolutions as yours, the off= 


ſpring of puzzled heads and conttacted hearts, are 
incapable of feeling a true or genuine affection for 
their countrymen, It were more for your honour to 
have been uniform and decided enemies to the Ca- 
tholics, and to have openly confeſſed it, than to 
have attempted to throw over vour animoſity this 
pitiful, equivocating, profeſſion of regard. It is an 
abortive deception, which can excite no emotion, 


but contempt, ober 


%% Notwithſtanding VIV DEX's opinion reſ- 
pecting the Gentlemen of the Derry Grand Jury, 


and his doubts of their being ſincere in their proleſ- 


ſions of regard for the Catholics of Ireland, we will 
venture to ſay, they liave gone farther in favour of 
that oppreſſed body, than any ſociety or claſs of 


citizens have yet attempted, They ſolemnly de- 


clare, that they will devote“ THEIR Lives AND 


PORTUNES” in ſupport of the conſtitution, as 


eſtabliſhed at the revolution of 1683—now how did 
the Catholics ſtand after this revolution; they en- 


joyed the ELECTIVE FRANCHISE and TRIAL 


BY JURY, the very rights they are now in purſuit 
of—nor were they depr ved of either until long af- 
ter the death of our great deliverer—ſo that the 
ewenty-three Gentlemen, who have affixed their ſig- 
natures to the Derry reſolutions, ſtand pledged to 
the Catholics and to their country, that they will 
ſacrifice their lives and fortunes, rather than have 
their brethren, whom they ſo much love, diſap- 

inted in their purſuit—nothing but an overflowing 


ove for the Catholics could have excuſed this de- 
claration in the Gentlemen of Derry for the fact 


is, that ou conſtitution, ſuch as it is, was not 
eſtabliſhed in 1688 z there was not an act paſſed at 
that period, either favourable to us as a people, or 
as an independent nation; it was in 1782 that we 
obtained or recovered what is called our eonſtitut ion. 


